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LIVING LORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  

2725 58th Avenue  

Vero Beach, Florida, 32966  

Tel: 772-778-1500   www.livinglordlutheran.com    

livinglord@comcast.net  
  est. 1986  

Our Mission Statement “Living Lord Lutheran Church 

is a family of believers, renewed through the Holy Spirit, to be the real presence of the 

Risen Christ in this place, our community, and the world.”  
  

PASTOR          The Rev. Gregory Shreaves, ELCA  

MINISTER OF MUSIC     Adria Ryan  

MUSICIAN EMERITUS     Pamela Wilcox    
   

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION - 10:00 AM  

Living Lord Lutheran Church is a church of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

(www.elca.org.)  With over 9,100 congregations and 4 million members throughout the 

United States, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands, we are the church that shares a living, 

daring confidence in God’s grace.    We are church. We are Lutheran. We are church 

together. We are church for the sake of the world.  
  

We believe and teach that Christ’s body and blood are truly present and are really given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine of the Holy Eucharist. Communion at present is given in 

one kind – that is, the consecrated Body of Christ.  It is given, along with the words spoken 

by the Presiding Minister, “The Body of Christ, the Blood of Christ.”  Children and adults 

are invited to come forward to receive a blessing if you do not wish to receive the Sacrament.    
  

Our parish family extends a warm welcome to all newcomers, as well as those returning 

home to Living Lord today.  We do not consider newcomers to be visitors. This is the church 

of Jesus Christ, and there is a place for you here.  We invite you to join the conversation, 

participate fully in the spiritual life of this community, and proclaim with us the Good News 

to all the world.  Again, welcome to Living Lord Lutheran Church.  If you are visiting today, 

please inform an usher or the Pastor.  Restrooms are located in the hallway off the lobby of 

the church.    
  

Pastor Greg’s contact information  email: gbsbuckeye1@gmail.com  

              mobile phone: 610.295.9774  
  

In the event of emergency, an AED device is located in the lobby/narthex of 

the church.  You will find it on the wall leading to the restrooms   
  

 

 

http://www.livinglordlutheran.com/
http://www.livinglordlutheran.com/
http://www.elca.org/
http://www.elca.org/
http://www.elca.org/
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Sunday, November 20th, 2022  

Service of Holy Communion   

Christ the King Sunday 

  

WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP HERE TODAY   
As the music begins please silence your phones and end your conversation with your neighbor 

and begin your conversation with the LORD.  
  

 + Indicates that the congregation is invited to stand as you are able.  
  
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY       Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice 

and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the 

King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. 

This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus 

opens the door to paradise. 

 

WE SING        “It Is Well, With My Soul”  

                               ELW #785   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  

+ P:   In the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.  
 

P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

  

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins.  

P:   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. All:  Amen.  
 

P:  Most merciful God,  

C:  we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
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through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 

 

The Presiding Minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.  

 

P: Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
       

GATHERING      
                   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. The assembly is invited to stand as you are able…   

 
 

+ENTRANCE HYMN.    “Hail Redeemer, King Divine” 

                                                    See back of bulletin p. 14 
  

. +KYRIE    
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray.  (The assembly prays together.  A brief silence is kept before the prayer.)  

C:      O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 

worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign 

in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The assembly is invited to be seated…  
 

WORD  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

  
The lessons may be found on the back cover of this bulletin. 

 

FIRST READING:    Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. 

Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God 

will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 

The reading is announced:  

 

L:  A reading from Jeremiah.  

  

The reading may be concluded:  

L:  The word of the Lord.  

  

The assembly responds:  

C:  Thanks be to God.  
            

PSALM    Psalm 46 

I will be exalted among the nations. (Ps. 46:10) 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
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7The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 

SECOND READING:   Colossians 1:11-20 

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the 

one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 

 

L: A reading from Colossians.  
  

The reading may be concluded:  

L:  The word of the Lord.  
  

The assembly responds:  

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

The assembly is invited to stand as you are able as we welcome the gospel among us.  
  
+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Verse 1              Verse 2  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God        Man shall not live by bread alone  

And His righteousness         But by ev’ry word that proceeds And 

all these things                      From the mouth of God Alleluia!  

Shall be added unto you.           

Alleluia!    
  

Verse 3  

Ask and it shall be given unto you  

Seek and ye shall find  

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you.    

Alleluia!  
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+ GOSPEL:    Luke 23:33-43 

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals 

that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a 

despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 

 

The gospel is announced…  

P:        The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd Chapter.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

The reading may be concluded: 

P:  The gospel of the Lord  

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The assembly is seated.  
  

SERMON     The Rev. Gregory Shreaves 

 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. The assembly is invited to stand as you are able…  
  

+ HYMN OF THE DAY    “Beautiful Savior”  
                   ELW #838 

+NICENE CREED  
 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
The prayers are said responsively.  The worship leader follows each petition with these or 

similar words: “God of grace”.  The assembly follows with “Hear our prayer”.  
  

A:  Together with the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and for all people according to their needs.  

A brief silence.  
  

During the prayers, other intercessions may be offered. The Presiding Minister concludes the 

prayers with these or similar words…  

P:  In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

C:  Amen.  
  
The service continues with the sharing of the peace.  
  

+THE PEACE  
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you.  
  

The peace is shared.  The service continues with the Offering.  
  

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  
  

THE OFFERING OF THE GIFTS       
The Offering is received as the Lord’s table is prepared.  All are invited to place their offering 

in the offering plates as they are passed among the assembly.  All are invited into quiet 

reflection as the Offertory is played.  
  

OFFERING HYMN      “For the Fruit of All Creation”  

                    ELW #679 
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The assembly is invited to stand as you are able…  
  

+ OFFERING PRAYER  
A:   Gracious God, 

in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 

and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.  C:  Amen.  
  

+ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The presiding minister offers the Words of Institution over the bread and wine…  

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you.  

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

C:  We lift them to the Lord.  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

+ PREFACE   
P:   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of  

your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     
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The Presiding Minister continues…  

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 

  

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 

you led them to freedom. 
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Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 

  

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 

  

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

P:  And now we pray boldly as our LORD Christ taught us to pray:  
 

+LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
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thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P:    The risen Christ dwells with us here.  

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.  

 

The assembly is seated…  
  

LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Sacrament is distributed.   
  

As the Presiding Minister offers these words, “The body of Christ, given for you”, and the  

Assisting Minister offers these words, “The blood of Christ, shed for you” each is invited to 

respond with “Amen.”  
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN/S          “At the Name of Jesus ”  

              see p. 15  
 

              “You Raise Me Up” 

          

After the distribution of the Sacrament is completed, all are invited to stand as you are able… 

+ P:     The body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  C:   Amen.  
  

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
A:    God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C: Amen.     
  

SENDING  
 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

  
+BLESSING AND BENEDICTION  
P:  The God of peace,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

bless you, comfort you, and 

show you the path of life this 

day and always.  

C:  Amen.  
  

The assembly is invited to be seated for Ministry Announcements…  
  

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
The assembly is invited to stand for the Sending Hymn, as you are able.  …  
  

SENDING HYMN                   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

                                              ELW #855   

DISMISSAL        
A:  Go in peace. Love your neighbor.   

C:  Thanks be to God.  
   
   

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20703. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved.  
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GOSPEL MESSAGE  
November 20, 2022 

CHRIST THE KING 

The Cross as Hinge 

  We end the church year in an unconventional fashion: at the cross. Today’s gospel seems a 

strange capstone to the liturgical calendar, and that is intentional. This is because Christ the King 

Sunday is not a capstone at all, but rather a hinge that opens into the new year. We end at the 

cross because that is where we see most fully the great, culminating example of where God is 

willing to go to show love for humanity. We end at the cross because in the crucifixion we see 

Christ’s enthronement as the one that nothing, not even death, can destroy. 

  Christ’s kingship lies not in his exultation in glory but in his being raised upon the 

instrument of death from which God causes life to spring. The cross of Christ is the tree of life. 

But this life is hidden in what appears to be anything but life. Christ is not king because he 

conquers all in self-preserving might and force but because he conquers all in self-giving grace, 

and in doing so, he proves that he cannot be conquered even by violence. 

  Now we stand ready to step again onto Advent soil, where new life, hope, and possibility 

are germinating. We must remember, as we prepare to hear once again in the story of Jesus’ birth 

and life, that God’s glory is not found in power and might but in humility and sacrifice, in one 

willing to give his life for his friends, his enemies, and the criminal hanging beside him. That is 

the kingdom of God: that place where the friend, the enemy, and even the one rightly condemned 

receive the grace and forgiveness of Christ. For that, we praise Christ as king! 
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